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not-for-profit society founded in 1997 


EETINGS 


IN-PERSON: Doors open at 6:30 p.m., meeting starts 7 p.m., at the Rockmosa Older Adult O 
Centre (Library building) at 121 Rockmosa Street (near corner Christie Street and Main Street), N 
North Wellington Road 27, Rockwood, On. NoB 2Ko. 


SAVE THE WEDNESDAY DATE 


ZOHO ZzxHrras 


C NO MEETINGS January and February Cc 
I cc March 1°5t, 2023: IN-PERSON ONLY ea e) 
David Carpenter is our Speaker. I 

Topic: Many uses / advantages of Numista N 


(charting, graphing, comparing your coins) 
’ NEXT MEETING ‘\ 


Important Notice: Our meeting room and multi-media system are not conducive to an effective 
hybrid in-person and zoom meeting; therefore, all meetings commencing with our September 
7th, 2022, meeting, will be IN-PERSON only! We are sorry for any inconvenience this may cause 
any remote members. 


Future meeting dates: 2023—March 1st, April 5%, May 34, June 7*, July 5t, August 2"¢, Septem- 
ber 6th, October 4th, November 1st, December 6%; 2024— March 6*, April 3, May 1st, June 5th, 
July 39, etc. 


Arrana 
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Visit us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/swcoinsociety 


https://www.southwellingtoncoinsociety.ca/ 
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South Wellington Coin Society wring Aberfoyle, Aikensill, Alma, Arius, Arkell, Avmatrang Mill, Arthur, Badenoch, Ballnafad, Birge Wille, 


2023 Annual Membership Dues: Guelph Saturday Coin Show 
ae 2023-April 29 VOLUNTEERS 
Junior (14 to age 18) $5 NEEDED, CONTACT MIKE 
Under 14 Free 


SWCS has NEVER increased annual dues! SWCS EXECI ITIVE 


Term of Office: July 1, 2021—June 30, 2024 (3 yrs.) 


Board of Directors (elected) 
Chairman / Director: Scott E. Douglas, 


Directors: Peter Becker, Ernie Blair, David Carpenter, 


\ e. Garry George, Lowell Wierstra 
Ne: — Officers (elected) 
SS 2 5 ‘ [President & VPs are key holders] 


President-Membership-Treasurer: Scott Douglas, 
sdouglas333@gmail.com, 519-853-3812 


lS a ; © ist Vice-President: Mike Hollingshead, FONA, 
fi: 4 Pr ; a 73 cholling@uoguelph.ca, 519-823-2646 


<ON COy, . 
r) IN 
- Sg 


2nd Vice-President: Ernie Blair, 
elholdings795 @gmail.com, 

519-919-5421 (cell) / 905-878-3003 (land) 
Secretary: Judy Blackman, YCCC1985@gmail.com 
Other Non-Elected IMPORTANT Club Roles 
Newsletter / Flyer Distribution: Linda Dorey-Blair 
ALL Multi-Media Needs & Photographer: anybody 


ALL Draws and Membership Meeting Notes: 
Mike Hollingshead / Scott Douglas 


Show Bourse: Mike Hollingshead and Lowell Wierstra 


Social Media Presence / Technology: David Carpenter 
Social Media Show Advertising: Andrew Fedora 


Auction Chairperson: Lowell Wierstra 


Auctioneers: Mike Hollingshead and Scott Douglas 
Auction Runners: available executive and other members. 


Meeting Room Set-up and Clean-up: 
All members present 


Ow 


Palmerston, Pethestan, Pilkington, Puslinek, Pusinch Lake, Rivexstan, Roekeut, Rockwood, Rothery, Taligate, Wet Gacageaxc, 
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Tah 2922 0 
Membership-Treasurer Contact: 
Scott Douglas, SWCS Membership-Treasurer 
273 Mill St. E., Acton, On. L7J 1J7, 

Ph: (519) 853-3812, 
E-mail: sdouglas333@gmail.com 
etransfer payments accepted 


Newsletter Editor 


E-mail: YCCC1985@gmail.com 


Send pictures in jpg, files in doc, xls, 
pdf, wpd, or email body. Submissions 
due by 10th of the month. 
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UPCOMING 2022 EVENTS 


Check https://canadiancoinnews.com/events/ for any cancellations, changes in venue, and pandemic protocols to be adhered to. 


5-Mar: Troyak Club’s Mississauga Coin & Stamp Show, John 
Paul II Polish Cultural Centre 4300 Cawthra Rd. Mississauga 
L4Z 1V8, http://www.troyakclub.com. Hours 9-4, admission $5 
(under 16 free when accompanied by an adult), and free 
parking. 

11-Mar: Waterloo Coin Society’s Cambridge Coin Show, 
Cambridge Newfoundland Club 1500 Dunbar Rd., Cambridge 
N1R 6V3, http://cambridgecoinshow.ca. Hours 9-4, admission 
$2, free parking, food counter on site. Voluntary cash donations 
accepted at door in support of Cambridge Self-Help Food Bank 
and a portion of show proceeds will be donated to CSHFB and 
RCNA. 

19-Mar: Classic Coins & Banknotes Show, Best Western Plus 
980 Burnham St., Cobourg K9A 2X9, Free admission and park- 
ing. http:www.classiccoinsandbanknotes.com. 

31-Mar-2-Apr (3-days): 61st Annual Ontario Numismatic Associa- 
tion Convention, Courtyard by Marriott 1224 Upper James St., 
Hamilton, L9C 3B1, http://www.the-ona/upcoming. Check 
website for registration details, and program of events. 
15-16-Apr (2-days): National Postage Stamp & Coin Show, Hil- 
ton Mississauga / Meadowvale 6750 Mississauga Rd., Missis- 
sauga LON 2L3, http://www.stampandcoinshow.com. Fri and 
Sat evenings is Colonial Acres Premier Auction. Check website 
for program of events. 

23-Apr: Kent Coin Club Coin Show, Active Lifestyle Centre 20 
Merritt Ave., Chatham N7M 6G9. Hours 9-4, free admission and 
parking, and food concession on site. Free coins for kids. 
Contact probb1@cogeco.ca for more information. 

29-Apr: Guelph Spring Coin Show, Colonel John McCrae 
Memorial Royal Canadian Legion Branch 234, 57 Watson Pkwy. 
S., Guelph N1L 1E3. Hours 9-3, admission $2, free parking, 
food counter on site. Email cholling@uoguelph.ca for more 
information. 

30-Apr: Ajax-Pickering Stamp & Coin Show, Chestnut Hill 
Development Complex 1867 Valley Farm Rd., Pickering L1V 
7J9, https://ajax-stamp-club.webnode.page/activities/events/. 
Hours 9:30-3:30, free admission and parking. 

5-6-May (2-days): Spring 2023 Toronto Coin Expo, Toronto 
Reference Library 789 Yonge St., Toronto M4W 2G8, http:// 
www.torontocoinexpo.ca. Hours 10-5, admission $6 (under 16 
free when accompanied by an adult). See website for event 
details. Auctions Thurs and Friday (Alliance Coin & Banknote 
and Geoffrey Bell Auctions). 

7-May: Windsor Coin Club’s Annual Spring Coin Show, Caboto 
Club 1275 Parent Ave., Windsor N8X 4K2, email 
mtclarke@mnsi.net. Hours 9-3, free hourly draws, free 
admission and free parking. 

13-May: North York Coin Club’s Annual Coin Show, Edithvale 
Community Centre 131 Finch Ave. W., Toronto M2N 2H8, 
http://www.northyorkcoinclub.com. Hours 9-3, free admission 
and free parking. 


Ontario Numismatic Association’s Speakeasy: Every month on 
the first Monday (until July 4th, 2022) at 7PM (Eastern Stand- 
ard Time-Ontario time). 2022 Schedule: Apr 4%", May 2°49, Jun 
6th, and Jul 4th), 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://usOGweb.zoom.us/ 
j/95877431724? 
pwd=dWtDMmFVYIR1ISjNTMzVtalZxTVpDQTO9 Meeting ID: 958 
7743 1724 Passcode: 382388 See phone numbers below. 
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ZOOM -Dial by your location: 

Canada—204 272 7920, 438 809 7799, 587 328 1099, 647 
374 4685, 647 558 0588, and 778 907 2071. 

USA— 346 248 7799, 408 638 0968, 646 876 9923, 669 
900 6833, 253 215 8782, 301 715 8592, and 312 626 


GUELEN SPRING COIN Story 


SATURDAY, APRIL 29TH, 2023 
OPEN 9 A.M. TO 3 P.M. 


Hosted by the South Wellington Coin Society 


* *$2 Admission to SWCS Show but receive a passto * 
Toronto Coin Expo* 


* * 
Lunch Counter Free Parking Wheelchair Access 
OVER 35 Dealer Tables ! Club-KIDS Table Too! 
* BUY SELL TRADE EVALUATIONS 


LOCATION: 
Colonel John McCrae Memorial Royal Canadian Legion—Branch 234 
57 Watson Parkway South, GUELPH, ON N1iL 1£3 


Contact: : 
Mike Hollingshead _——~ WIDE VARIETY: 


E-mail: : , ; Canadian Coins 
cholling@uoguelph.ca \ : Sy 
Phone: (519) 823-2646 


World Coins 
—~ = Canadian Banknotes 
> 

Host Website: - * We Wecets Rese notes: 
www .southwellingtoncoinsociety.ca \ oe = Medals and Tokens 
FUTURE Coin Shows: FE son Script and Coupons 
In GUELPH same location Ai i 2) 

> Sat. Apr. 29, 2023 [ee Bullion 


> Sat. Sep. 23, 2023 
Militaria and Exonumia 


May Subject to: 


Numismatic Supplies 
COVID-19 Restrictions 


Reference Books 


and MORE!!! 


w 
Link: https://zoom.us/j/91590360858 
Meeting ID: 9159 036 0858 Passcode: 342812 
Dial-in Numbers: +1 647 374 4685 (Canada) 
or +1 301 715 8592 (US) 


Note: there are other shows in Canada and USA, we 
have only listed the events, most likely to interest SWCS 
members from a geographic standpoint. Find more at | 


https://canadiancoinnews.com/events/ 
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Mark the Calendar 


by David Carpenter, SWCS Director 
[All images courtesy of Heritage Auctions unless otherwise noted. KM numbers refer to Krause-Mishler, 
R.S. Yeoman and other catalogs used in Standard Catalog of World Coins. Images in this article are not to scale.] 


Coins from different countries of the world show their year of issue, with few ex- 
ceptions. And most of these adopt the same year convention we use here in 
Canada, the Gregorian calendar. But there are plenty of other calendars in use 
for different reasons: it’s 2023 in many countries, but in Israel it’s 5783, in most 
Muslim countries it’s 1444, and the traditional Chinese year is 4721. While 
some calendars simply count the years from a different starting point in history, 
other calendars even define the meaning of a year differently, so their years 
don’t have the same duration as ours. More than a dozen calendar types can be 


Canada ew Commemorative 2 ele found just in the past hundred years of world coins, so it helps if collectors un- 
TNERES: -LOUMESY* < cya" derstand what they are looking at. 
Canadian Mint. 


To start with, every calendar defines its epoch—its year one—as some historic or culturally significant date. The year 2023 
refers to the purported birthdate of Jesus Christ, hence the term AD 2023: AD for Anno Domini, Latin for “in the year of 
our Lord”. Today is it often secularized to the non-denominational CE for common era, which | use in this article. | say 
“ourported” birthdate because its accuracy has been called into question by scholars. It was calculated by an Italian 
monk named Dionysius Exiguus in the year we would call 525 CE. It’s stated in the Gospel of Matthew that Jesus was 
born during the reign of Herod the Great, and if that’s historically accurate, Roman sources would put Christ’s birth four 
years earlier at 4 BC before Christ, or BCE before common era to use non-religious terminology. Interestingly enough, at 
the time of Exiguus’s calculation, the epoch in use by the Church of Alexandria was the Diocletian era, named for the reign 
of the Roman emperor of that name, who instigated the last and most severe persecution of the Christians. Exiguus 
proposed the new numbering mostly to minimize the memory of this tyrant. 


Ethiopia on the other hand adopted a different calculation for the birth of Christ, 
and it can still be found on their coins. Annianus of Alexandria, calculating 
around the year 400 CE, arrived at a date corresponding to 9 CE. The Ethiopian 
calendar then uses a year that is about eight less in number than our year as a 
result, with a New Year on our September 11 or 12 depending on how the leap 
year falls. 


Ethiopia 1/32 Birr, rmg (1889 EE, 
1897 CE) KM# 11 


The proliferation of calendars, if we leave different epochs aside, is really due to humans trying to reconcile three different 
astronomical cycles. If there happened to be exactly 360 days in a year and 30 days in a month, | would bet the entire 
world would have landed on the same simple calendar system. But nature is often messy, so humanity has come up with 
several different solutions. In fact, the earth revolves around the sun in just a little less than 365 and one quarter days on 
average, and the moon, on average, takes just a little more than 29 and one half days to go through its phases. Twelve 
real lunar months are therefore about 354 days, and there’s no easy way to make things nice and tidy. Every calendar will 
either fudge things a bit or give up on making them line up perfectly. 


Muslim countries, for religious reasons, are primarily concerned with the lunar 
cycle, and their year consists of precisely 12 lunar months: 354 or 355 days 
depending on the year. This is the basis of the Hijri calendar, AH for Anno 
Hegirae “in the year of the Hijrah”. Most of these countries use the actual sight- 
ing of the crescent moon to define their month, and as a result, religious 
festivals can sometimes take place on different days in different countries, 
depending on weather and geography. The Hijri calendar’s epoch, the Hijrah, is 
the date the prophet Muhammad fled Mecca and set up the first Muslim 
United Arab Emirates 5 Fils FAO )9Ar community, in 622 CE. Because the Hijri calendar year is shorter than a solar 

year, Muslim holidays and observances over time will take place in different 
1982 CE - 1£+¥1402 AH. KM# 2.1 seasons, in the same way that the phases of the moon never line up with the 
months of our own civic calendar. The Hijri calendar however has perfect lunar 
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months by definition, since it is based on actual observations of the moon. 


A similar lunar calendar AS Aji Saka was used in the island of Java, then part of 
. the Netherlands East Indies. While it was not an Islamic calendar, its years have 
4 the same duration as the Hijri calendar. The epoch of Aji Saka was also much 
j earlier, at 78 CE marking the Ascension of King Chashtana. Coins of this period 
7 are peculiar in that they show the date in three calendars: AH, AS and CE. 
Afghanistan (in 1919 CE) and Iran (in 1925 CE) both switched from the Hijri 
calendar to a solar year-based calendar SH solar Hijri, that uses the same epoch 
as the Hijri calendar, but counts solar years instead of lunar years. | speculate 
that this was done so that civic holidays would take place during the same 
season each year. It is notable that the solar Hijri calendar is arguably the most 
precise calendar in use, because it is based on astronomical calculations and 
not a formula. And unlike the lunar Hijri calendar, it does not depend on the 
weather. wi 


Java (now Indonesia) 1/2 Rupee 


)¥¥) 12371 AH/ 1743 AS / 1816 CE KM# 
248a 


Iran in 1976 CE reformed their calen- 
dar again, changing their epoch to the 
founding of the Iranian monarchy in 
559 BCE, this being the MS Monarchic 
solar calendar. It was used for only 


Iran Gold 1 Toman )¥°*01305 SH (1926 three years before SH reckoning was 
CE) KM# 1108 reinstated with the Iranian Revolution. 


lran Gold 10 Pahlavi TOY02535 MS (1976 
CE) KM# 1210 


Our own calendar was developed and refined over time, and its original purpose was probably to mark the times of year 
that are best for planting and harvesting. Ensuring that the calendar didn’t get out of sync with the actual seasons was of 
paramount importance, when food was truly on the line. 


Early Roman calendars had only ten months, with the New Year beginning in Martius (March). The winter period of about 
61 days was left unnamed. This is also why October, like octopus, means eight, counting from March being month 
number one. The Roman king Numa Pompilius (753-673 BCE) added two months to the beginning of the calendar for 
the winter months, lanuarius and Februarius. At this time, the months were still 29 or 30 days long like the actual lunar 
cycles, but about 10 days had to be added to the year to keep the calendar from 
drifting relative to the seasons. This would usually be done simply by decree, 
but over time the Roman Pontifex Maximus would abuse this power to extend 
his own term of office. The Romans had their own epoch as well, based on the 
date of the founding of the city of Rome, supposedly 750 BCE. But these year 
dates did not appear on coins. Instead, the year of the reign of the emperor 
might be shown, in Roman Numerals. In fact, there have been only occasional 
instances of coins using Roman Numerals on modern coins, such as Austria, 
some German States and the Papal States in the 1800s, as well as the notable 
Saint-Gauden’s 1907 Ultra-High-Relief Double-Eagle from the United States. United States Double Eagle Saint-Gaudens 
MCMVII (1907 CE) KM# 126 


In 46 BCE, Julius Caesar defined the year as 365 days with appropriately longer months, and a 366-day year every fourth 
year to keep things in check. This became what we now call the Julian calendar. But it was just a little bit more than the 
true solar year, and by 1582 CE, an extra ten days had accumulated, pushing the seasons out enough to be noticeable, 
and affecting the date of Easter. At this time, Pope Gregory XIll refined the leap year rules so that every century would not 
be a leap year, unless it was a multiple of 400. This is the Gregorian calendar of today. The extra ten days were removed 
when Spain’s King Phillip Il decreed that Thursday October 4*° 1582 would be followed by Friday October 15, 1582. 
| imagine the riots that must have ensued, with people convinced they were somehow getting messed over by the govern- 
ment, and the cries of “You can’t take our birthdays! Think of the children!” It would take many years before most 
countries adopted this change, and to this day Orthodox Christmas and New Year’s Day still take place on the old Julian 
calendar dates, now 13 days later than their Gregorian dates due to the new calendar skipping February 29* in the years 
1700, 1800, and 1900. (Both calendars had a leap year in 2000.) 
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Some cultures have managed to accommodate both the solar year and the 
lunar month into their calendars, usually by introducing a leap month every 
few years. Their years then have either 12 or 13 months, but the months 
always coincide with the actual phases of the moon. Seasonal holidays will 
drift somewhat from year to year, but the whole system adjusts itself back due 
to the extra month. The Jewish calendar employs such a system, where in 
a 19-year period, seven leap months are added, with the result that the 
calendar year is only 6 to 7 minutes longer than a solar year. In a similar way 
to the Julian calendar, the Jewish calendar will be about a day too long every 
216 years, but its months are incredibly precise and won’t gain a day for 
thousands of years. This calendar sets its epoch at the traditional Jewish date 
of creation, 3761 BCE. 


Israel 50 Lirot NIWN or 5725 JE (1964 
CE) KM# 44 


The traditional Chinese calendar also uses a 19 year and seven leap month system similar to that of the Jewish 
calendar, although the specifics are different, and its most common modern version sets its epoch at 2697 BCE, the 
purported start of the reign of Yellow Emperor. There are historically several competing versions of this calendar. In 
general, coins using this system do not display the year, but rather two Chinese characters that signify the year in a 
60-year repeating cycle. (See our May 2022 newsletter for details on this cycle and its symbols. Go to this link: 
https://nnp.wustl.edu/library/book/621683.) Tibet and Viet Nam also employed cyclic dating, but in the case of Tibet, 
the number of the cycle was also on the coin. For example Tibet shows 16-7 for the 7t* year of the 16t 60-year cycle 
reckoning from cycle 1 year 1 in 1027 CE. 


The Chinese calendar is important 
to mention in the context of coins 
however, because many _ other 
dating systems are based on its 
principles, such as the one used 
by Korea. Korea employed two 
different epochs in its history: the 
1392 CE founding of the Joseon 
Dynasty JD, and the 2333 BCE : 
foundation of Gojoseon KE (the 7; a 

China 20 Cents Cyclical Date # J(1907 so-called “Korean sia’) es a mane reed 
CE) K# 214 


In the Hindu countries of the world, 
there are two main systems of 
reckoning. VS Vikrama Samvat is a 
lunisolar calendar used in many 
Indian states prior to India’s 
unification, and still used in Nepal, 
where it is currently the year 2080 
VS. India officially uses SE Saka era 


or Saka Samvat, a solar calendar in = 
which it is now the year 1944 SE, Korea 100 Hwan 4292 KE (1959 CE) KM# 


Korea 1 Wahn —F% (502 JD, 1893 CE) But because India’s government q 


KM# 1115 uses the Gregorian calendar, the 


years on their coins are identical to 
ours. SE was also used in Nepal 
prior to 1911 CE. 


A third lesser-known Hindu reckon- 

ing is still used in India’s Kerala 

region, and appeared on Travan- 

core’s coinage: ME Malabar Era, 
eee nee SRE eee ae also know as the Kollam era, in Nepal 1 Mohur HV (1991 VS, 1934 CE) 

Nepal 1 Mohur 72 (1827 SE, 1905 CE) which it is now the year 1198 ME. M# 702 

KM# 673.1 Images by Collectors Universe. 


omg ty Mrmage Asbo. HA seers 
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Travancore 1 Chuckram 1114 ME (1938-9 
CE) KM# 60 


Maratha 1 Rupee °?3&7236 FE (1826 CE) 
KM# 325. 


reaped by Hertinge Petr, HA cory remgee by Heertape Auetnme. HAcom 


Siam (Thailand) 4 Att oxa«1238 CS (1876 
CE) Y# 20 


ornmaee y Herkange Autre. HA com Seaged by Merkage Amare. HA core 


Siam (Thailand) 2 Att eo# 109 RS (1890 
CE) Y# 23 


Thailand 5000 Baht wee 2577 BE (1974 
CE) Y# 104 


One last India-related calendar is worth mentioning, used in coinage of 
the Maratha Confederacy. In Northern India, Emperor Akbar found the 
Muslim calendar inconvenient for reconciling the harvest. It was the 
year 963 AH in the Muslim calendar. So he defined a new calendar FE 
Fasli era (fasli for “harvest”) and set the year to 963 FE, but aligned all 
upcoming years with the SE Saka era, a solar year system. This is the 
first calendar we’ve discussed that did not base its epoch on a year one 
or year zero, but simply used the current year number from another 
calendar as a starting point. 


The final set of calendars relevant to coin collectors all come from 
Southeast Asia, and are lunisolar calendars used by Burma (now Myan- 


\ mar), Siam (now Thailand) and Cambodia. The CS Shula-Sakarat era 


originated in Burma and was in use there until about 1240 CS (1880 
CE), in Cambodia between 1208 and 1209 CS (1847-8 CE), and in Siam 
from about 1236-49 CS (1874-87 CE). In 1887 CE, Siam switched to 
the RS Ratanakosindsok or Bangkok era, marking the founding of that 
city as its capital 106 years before. In Siam, coins dated 1249 CS were 
followed by coins dated 107 RS, both being 1887 CE. These continued 
until 1913 CE, when Siam, soon to be renamed Thailand, switched to 
the BE Buddhist era, based on the 543 BCE Death of Gautama Buddha. 
Coins in Siam dated 132 RS were followed by 2456 BE, both being the 
year 1913 CE. Below is my summary chart | 


[catendar era [twe [epoch countries 


il al 1 CE Birth of Christ Most Christian countries until (for example) 1582, 1782, 
1918 CE 


femovan Jee [soar [cern oro 


Lunar im CE Muhammed flees Most Muslim countries (e.g. Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, Ku- 
wait, Oman, Qatar, Tunisia, Unted Arab Emirates, Yemen) 

haa Saka Lunar 78 CE Ascension of king Java ae CE 

Chashtana 
mou Hijri SH 622 CE Muhammed flees icone from 1919 CE to present, with occasional use 

Mecca of AH and CE. Iran in 1925-1975 CE and 1978 to pre- 
Monarchic Solar |MS 559 BCE Iranian monarchy | |ran 1976-1978 CE 

founded 
Jewish JE Lunisolar | 3761 8CE Traditional crea- 

tion of worid 
Chinese Lunisolar | 2697 BCE Start of reignof | China until about 1912 CE 

Yellow Emperor 


Korean KE |Lunisolar | 2333 BCE Foundation of Korea (1959-61 CE) 
Gojoseon 
ae | Lunisolar | 1392 CE Foundation of Jo- | Korea (1888-96 Se 
seon dynasty 
Vikram 4 Lunisolar | 56 BCE Raja Vikramaditya i states of India; Nepal since 1888 CE (SE also used 
of Ujjain’s victory over the until 1911 CE) 
Saka 
Saka Samvat / 78 CE Ascension of king India (but coins use CE); Nepal from 1881-1911 CE (vS 
Saka Era Chashtana also used) 


Malabar Era 825 CE Great convention in | indian state of Travancore until 1944 CE 
Kollam 
CE 


}ChulaSakarat [CS [Lunisolar_| 638 CE Burma / Myanmar, Cambodia, Siam / Thailand 
Ratanakosindsok [RS |Lunisolar | 1781 CE Founding of Bang- |Siam/ Thailand 
or Bangkok kok (Rattanakosin) as capi- 
tal 
Buddhist Pee | 543 BCE Death of Gautama | Siam / Thailand, Burma / Myanmar 
Buddha 


*BE - Krause’s Standard Catalog of World Coins denotes the Tibetan years of the Rabjyung cycle with BE, not to 


be confused with Thailand’s Buddhist era 
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Standard International Numeral Systems prepared especially for the 

Standard Catalog of World Coins® 2008 by Krause Publications. | 
If you’ve stayed with me this far, you’ll have noticed that the world’s calendars fall into one na hy 
of three broad categories: solar, lunar, and lunisolar, each with its own advantages and = © : : 
drawbacks. The existence of so many dating systems is mostly due to countries marking an = 
important historical or cultural event, and often for political reasons. Some of the systems — 
discussed also use different glyphs or characters for the numbers, so a numeral systems chart = a 
like the one in Krause’s Standard Catalog of World Coins is indispensable for proper identifica~- = * 
tion. = 


There are even more arcane details that had to be glossed over in this article, which risked = eb 
becoming a thesis. Why not mark your calendar and spend some time learning about these : 
cultural events or the details about how the astronomy of calendars and dates works? We can EROEEEEE 

hen agrairiene Ney 


all appreciate and celebrate the differences of people and cultures around the world that are ays 
so well encapsulated in numismatic objects. Sa ana 


The Failure of Private Banker Peter Lillico 


DYK—New Series 2023, Volume 2, No. 1, by Scott E. Douglas, FCNRS, FRCNA, FONA, GKStE-Canada / U.S.A. 


Did You Know...that the first chartered bank established in Canada was the Bank of Montréal in 1817 by way of a 
charter granted by the British government? While chartered banks were getting a foothold in the cities and urban areas 
successful businessmen in the suburbs were establishing a lending system of their own. As early as the 1830s many 
Ontario villages and towns would offer the services of private banks and bankers that would operate outside the 
charter system. Generally, these private bankers consisted of prosperous local merchants and men of means. The 
private banks presented a full range of regular banking services including insurance and real estate agencies and 
relied heavily on mutual loyalty with the town businesses and their residents. Many small-town inhabitants and farmers 
were grateful for the existence of these institutions especially since the chartered banks had previously often turned 
them down during the hard times when help was needed most. The private bankers knew the people and had a closer 
bond with them. They understood their requirements and had more sympathy for their needs. However, not all banks 
were successful whether they operated under a charter or not. Here is just one story. 


Peter Lillico was born October 22, 1837, in Peterborough, Ontario. His parents moved to Perth County around 1862. 
Lillico began his working life as a real estate agent in Listowel. He became active in many businesses in Listowel doing 
well enough to start his own banking business there in 1879. Within two years Lillico opened branches in Drayton and 
Arthur. The branch in Drayton was closed when the Traders Bank opened an office there in 1886. 


Many Canadians suffered during The Great Depression, later renamed The Long Depression, which lasted from 1873 
to 1896. Lillico offered banking to a large part of the farming community in Wellington County financing livestock 
purchases and supplying mortgages for farm properties. Peter Lillico and his son Richard had built solid reputations, 
and everything was looking good until the late-L880s when the hardships of the farming community and the strains of 
the Depression began to reveal cracks in the local economy. As deposits dwindled and mortgages defaulted the Arthur 
branch began to show signs of failure. The economy would not improve over the following decade during which 
time many farmers, through desperation abandoned their farms and headed to the Klondike where gold had been 
discovered on August 17, 1896. 


Lillico himself had made some bad real estate investments that would affect eB. LIT TICoO, 


his solvency at both of his bank branches. The Arthur branch closed its doors BANKER, 

the first week of April 1890 and the Listowel office followed some two weekS ARTHUR AND LISTOWEL 
later. Reports in trade journals stated “Losses of a more or less serious sh ana st, Dest ioe Mees * Conois os the Usited eaten 
nature have compelled P. Lillico, banker at Listowel and Arthur, to wind up "yoo, stanager, Arthur 


his business. The branch at the latter place is closed and the Listowel branch 

is undergoing that process. He claims to be able to pay 100 cents on the Advertisement circa 1889. Lillico's son 
dollar”.t Creditors came after the Lillicos and so the family fled to Seattle, Richard was the Manager of the Arthur 
Washington. Peter Lillico fell back into the real estate business in Seattle. In branch. 

spite of Lillico’s claim that he would honour 100 cents on the dollar, most 
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creditors never recovered any money at all. Even his lawyer was left holding an unpaid bill of $700. It had been estimated 
just before the bank failed that there were deposits of around $30,000. 


There are many tales of the consequence of bank failures during these times. A very tragic story that emerged as a result 
of the Arthur branch failure was how it affected a farmer by the name of Frank Tone. Having all of his savings in Lillico’s 
bank, Tone was negotiating the purchase of a local farm. The property had been seized by a Toronto mortgage company 
due to the owner defaulting on his mortgage payments. Tone and the mortgage company were $50 dollars apart in price, 
not a trivial sum in 1890. The negotiation continued for a few weeks with neither side willing to come to terms. Then the 
Arthur bank failed, and Frank Tone’s savings were lost. Tone had a wife and family and no way to support them. He fell 
into a deep depression. His wife urged Frank to go and stay at his sister’s place in Toronto thinking a change of scenery 
may help. Unfortunately, Tone’s mental state continued to get worse and one morning in June around 4 a.m. Tone was 
spotted wandering near the Parkdale railway station. A short time later Tone was found face down in a large hole with just 
a few inches of water in the bottom. With no indication of foul play, suicide was assumed. Frank Tone was 52 years old.2 


Peter Lillico died of cancer at the age of 62 on January 23, 1900, in Seattle. His son Richard Lillico carried on for many 
years in Seattle at 406 New York Block, as a real estate and loan agent. 


Positive image of the copper plate used to produce cheques Paper wrap for the copper printing plate 
for Peter Lillico's banks located in Drayton and Arthur, 
Ontario. The cheques were backed by the Merchants Bank 
of Canada in Ontario and Quebec. 


Footnotes: 

1. Monetary Times, Friday, April 24, 1890, page 1319 

2. Thorning, Stephen. The Wellington Advertiser, Bank failure led to suicide of West Luther farmer, 
February 04, 2013. [Hayseed Capitalists: Private Bankers in Ontario by Stephen Edward Thorning, 
B.A., M.A., Thesis—Partial Fulfillment for the Degree Doctor of Philosophy, McMaster University, 
August, 1994] 


Scott E. Douglas 


SWCS Meeting Report FRCNA, FONA, 


FCNRS, GKStE-Cda/USA 


No meeting in January-February due to annual shutdown, hence no meeting minutes and photos. For our March meeting, 
the first for us in 2023, the Members’ Attendance Draw is $5, BUT the Daytona Draw still has GOLD to be won! The GOLD 
will stay there each month until it’s won! As usual, we’ll also have our KAT draw and an auction. We have two folks giving 
presentations at the meeting as well. Be sure to come out! 


FUN at FUN 


Scott and Debbie Douglas continue their travels, despite the hurricane they weathered in late 2022. This year they have 
been busy again, carry out their retirement plans that were delayed by the pandemic. In January 2023, Scott was a Judge 
at the 68" Florida United Numismatists Convention in Orlando, Florida. As a judge, he received a badge with a ribbon, and 
a one ounce pure silver Judge Commemorative Medallion minted by the Highland Mint (HM). Scott notes, “I had a great 
time at the FUN convention and judged some really good exhibits including Best of Show won by Brett Irick. | judged Group 
D ‘Foreign Coins’. There were five exhibitors and 26 cases in my group. The Judge Commemorative Medallion | received is 
a ounce of fine silver (99.99%). | got one last time when | judged in January 2020 (pre-pandemic) as well.” 
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On February 13, Scott shared with 


your Editor that he was going for a Conljficale of Aalhenlicily 
walk on the beach, in sunny 23°C NOMSMATSTS 
weather in Myrtle Beach. Scott f NUMISM. s 
likes to rub it in, he emailed on on er 
New Year’s Day from Daytona, “It MOAI Pe, ie 


is 24°C in Daytona. Great street / 
SCOTT beach party last night with a lot of 
DOUGLAS fireworks.” He’ll be back in time for 
our March 2023 meeting, but then 
is gone again, and both he and 
Mike Hollingshead will be out of 
country during the ONA too. Mike 
epee = won't be returning until near the 
22"4 of April in time to finish off any 
details for SWCS’s April 29% 
Guelph Spring Coin Show. This 
photo shows left to right: Mark 
Lighterman —Head Judge for FUN 
and Vice-President of the Florida 
Token Society / FTS; John Wilson— 
President of the FITS and a 
Past-President of the America 
Numismatic Association; seated is 
John’s wife Nancy Wilson; and 
Scott Douglas. 


Wellington Circular Archives’ NEW HOME 


SWCS Members will no longer go to www.woodsycorner.com to fine archives of SWCS’s newsletter “The Wellington 
Circular”. Due to the rising cost and labour of hosting the site for that last 15 years, the owner has taken the site down. 
We appreciate the free service that was provided to SWCS and other clubs since 2008. The Washington University’s 
Newman Numismatic Portal (NNP) is now housing our archives, and you don’t need to log in to access them. Go to this 
link: https://nnp.wustl.edu/library/publisherdetail/548403. Select the year you want to view. The number of documents 
is advised and they are listed below, select the one you want and click on it. You can view it as is, OR you can click on 
the 3 dots inside the circle (upper left corner) and then you have the option to search it or download it. If you click 
Downloadable files, you have a choice of 2 formats. Click Get PDF. Then click the down arrow in the upper right corner. 
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Daytona Beach Numismatics 


Scott Douglas advised Dec. 18th, that he was in Georgia but heading to Daytona the next 
day. Scott sent this photo taken from his balcony at 9:18 a.m. on January 1st, 2023. It 
~|included the comment, “Here is what | am looking at this morning!” It was years ago when 
‘Scott attended a Greater Daytona Beach Coin Club (FUN Club Member 2850) meeting that 
he discovered the Daytona Draw that we now hold at our SWCS membership meetings, with 
loads of anticipation and laughter! 


This silver medal obverse reads: The Greater 
DAYTONA BEACH COIN CLUB EST. 1970. The 
reverse reads: CELEBRATING ONE TROY 
OUNCE .999 FINE SILVER / THE Greater 
DAYTONA BEACH COIN CLUB / 1992 / OUR 
25th COIN SHOW. The club appears to now 
issue wooden coins for their shows, so likely 
this medal was a special issue as the 25th, 
THE GREATER DAYTONA BEACH COIN CLUB, INC. is an active company 
incorporated on September 13, 1971 with the registered number 
721689. This Domestic Non Profit company is located at 730 Beville 
Road, Daytona Beach, FL, 32114, US and has been running for fifty-two 
years. There are currently three active principals: President Robert Hawes, | /} 
Vice-President Paul Knudsen, and Director Elissa Lafrance. Key contact | % 
on FUN’s list for club matters is Charles H. Keffer. \ 


At some earlier point, there was a Daytona Beach Numismatic Club which 
is no longer listed. Whether this club ceased to operate with the wind-up 
year unclear. NGcoin.com certified this medal: 1974 silver Daytona Beach 
Numismatic Club SC50C MS (category So-Called Half Dollars & Heraldic 
Art Medals). It’s doubled-dated 1949-1974 in celebration of the club’s 
Silver Anniversary. 


With all this traveling, maybe OUR President needs to get his own Air Force One? 


WCS Souvenir Treasury Notes 


Info and Images from Brent W.J. Mackie, WCS Treasurer [Press Release January 11th, 2023] 


At its January 10%, 2023, meeting, the Waterloo Coin Society officially unveiled a new collectible in the form of Souvenir 


Treasury Notes. 


COIN SOCIETY 
NEW Souvenir Treasury Notes 


Special guests Mike Morrice, Member of Parliament for Kitchener-Centre, and David Bergeron, Curator of the National 
Currency Collection at the Bank of Canada Museum, were on-hand for the unveiling. Bergeron accepted a donation of a 
full set of Souvenir Treasury Notes on behalf of the National Currency Collection. Bill English, WCS founding president and 
featured on the $5 note, was also present and even autographed a number of notes for other collectors. 
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All paid-up (and new) members of the WCS are being given a set of specimen-overprinted notes FREE of charge. Pick 
yours up at a future WCS meeting or contact Brent W.J. Mackie, Treasurer (treasurer@waterloocoinsociety.com). Issued 
notes were also available at the meeting and 

sales were brisk! Numerous members bought pas 
multiple sets of notes. Souvenir Treasury Notes 
are available for purchase at future WCS meet- 
ings and on our website while supplies last! Find 


out more about this project by visiting the WCS’s : ; 
webpage at this link > https://www.waterloocoinsociety.com/stn.php 


Also announced is that three special low-numbered sets (#s 8, 9 and 10) of Souvenir Treasury Notes in commemorative 
folders will be added to the auction at the February 2023 meeting of the Waterloo Coin Society. This is your chance to get 
some of the lowest-numbered notes! Lots will open at $25 per folder but we expect bidding to be fierce as these will be in 
high demand. Each colorful folder contains two notes with matching serial numbers and is hand-signed on the back by 
WCS President Tony Verbruggen and Treasurer Brent Mackie. The folders contain summaries of the subjects of each note 
as well as details about the symbolism found in the notes. In consideration of our more remote members and those 
unable to attend our meetings, we will be accepting email bids for these lots. You can purchase issued versions of these 
notes directly from the Waterloo Coin Society website by clicking the Order Now. $2 notes are sold for $5, and $5 notes 
are sold for $10. There are also special sets that have been signed by William “Bill” English. We accept payment by cash, 
cheque, PayPal or Interac eTransfer. Notes can be picked up at any Waterloo Coin Society in-person meeting or by other 
arrangement. Notes can also be shipped to you for an additional cost. Lettermail shipping within Canada is free for 
purchases of $30 or more. All other orders are subject to a shipping charge which varies by destination and service level. 
Free pick up at WCS membership meetings is also an option. Shipping options are presented on the website during the 
order process. Larger orders for dealers and numismatic organizations may qualify for a discount. Contact 
the Treasurer for more information. Don't wait to get your Souvenir Treasury Notes! They are only available while supplies 
last. 


Series A - Issue of 2023 Waterloo Souvenir Treasury Notes 


The Waterloo Coin Society Souvenir Treasury Notes feature artistic elements and images that bridge our club’s history 
with our local heritage. The beautiful result is presented in a fresh and modern design in both horizontal and vertical 
layouts. Bruce Raszmann and William English are two of the most influential members in the club. The towers on the back 
of the notes are symbols of our local area and the heritage of the first pioneers here. The Library of Parliament 
represents our club as a Canadian institution and is a symbol of learning, knowledge and the sharing of that knowledge - a 
key element in our club’s stated purpose. The trillium is the provincial floral emblem of Ontario. A trillium is used on these 
notes as a symbol of Ontario and the four-petal version is meant to symbolize rarity as this variety is rare to find in nature. 
In numismatics, rarity is a factor in determining an item’s value, with rare pieces being highly sought after. The National 
Flag of Canada serves as a further symbol of our Canadian pride. The colours of burgundy and blue are reminiscent of the 
colours used by Canadian $2 and $5 banknotes issued by the Bank of Canada, while burgundy is also a colour frequently 
used by the Waterloo Coin Society. These Souvenir Treasury Notes are signed by President Anthony J. Verbruggen and 
Treasurer Brent W.J. Mackie. The dimensions of the notes are 5%” x 23%4”"(23.97cm x 6.985cm).The notes are the 
culmination of months of work and an iterative design process that started with some crude designs Brent made. The 
notes were designed by Andri Kurniawan, a banknote collector and artist in Ottawa, Ontario. Andri did a fantastic, 
jaw-dropping job with these notes. There is no printer’s imprint on the notes, and the printing was done by a local print 
shop. The notes are printed on linen-textured paper, 20% heavier stock than normal copier paper. There are 550 sets of 
numbered note available. 


Bruce Raszmann joined the Waterloo Coin Society upon its creation in 1959 and became its second treasurer in 1960. He 
was soon awarded the honour of Life Member 3. Bruce served with distinction through 2010. Bruce, often lovingly 
referred to as "Ol’ Moneybags" in the Waterloo Coin Society Newsletter, is credited with decades of sound financial 
management, laying the foundations for the club to survive for many more years to come. Bruce passed away in 2011. 
The reverse of the $2 note depicts the Clock Tower in Victoria Park, Kitchener. This tower originally graced the top of 
Kitchener’s second City Hall from 1924 through 1973. The clock tower was dismantled and stored for decades before 
being rebuilt in Victoria Park in 1995. It is a monument and symbol of the City of Kitchener today. 
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William (Bill) English is the founder of the Waterloo Coin Society. He served as President from 1959 to 1960 and again in 
1970. Bill was honoured early on as Life Member 2. He served the club in several other roles including bulletin editor for 
many years. Despite eventually moving out of town, Bill kept in touch and followed the club’s activities via the newsletter. 
Bill was also instrumental in the founding of the Ontario Numismatic Association in 1962 and numerous other coin clubs 
over the years. The reverse of the $5 note features the Waterloo Pioneers Memorial Tower in Kitchener. The tower was 
built in 1926 to commemorate the arrival of the Pennsylvania-German pioneers to the Waterloo region between 1800 and 
1803. The tower is a symbol of the German speaking European origin and farming lifestyle of these early settlers. Today it 
is managed by Parks Canada and is open to visitors. 


About the designer: Andri Kurniawan has been with the Canadian Bank Note Company, Limited, in 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, for nearly seven years. He designs from concept through to full design 
including security features. Prior to that he was with the Pura Group, Indonesia as a banknote 
designer, researcher, and developer. He has his Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) from the Institut 
Teknologi Bandung (ITB), and he continues his JSP Security Design Software Training, as he has 
expanded on for nearly nine years. Andri is certified as a Duolingo English Fluency: Proficient in 
Indonesian, French, and English. Andri is also a banknote collector. 


— | Andri Kurniawan, Banknote Secure Documents Designer at the Canadian Bank Note Company, Limited, Ottawa 


IMPORTANT NOTES 


0) It’s that time of year again. We remind you 2023 dues are due on or before the day of our March 2023 meeting. 
The renewal / new application form is attached as the last page of this newsletter. 


0) We need good quality, collectibles for future auctions. Please contact Lowell about consigning. 


0) We need speakers and topics for July, Sept-Dec. 2023 meetings. Please volunteer or give us contact information for 
somebody who you know is willing to come out and present. 


CLUB EDUCATION 


Your presentation doesn’t need to be fancy, you can just come and speak and hold up items in reference to your topic. 
Please reach out to Scott and sign up for one of the open 2023 dates below: 


e 2023-March 1: David Carpenter will give the other part of his demonstration that we ran out of time for during our 


August 2022 meeting. He will show the many uses and advantages of Numista, including graphing and charting and 
comparing your coins. After his presentation Brent Mackie will give a presentation on WCS Souvenir Treasury Notes. 
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e April 5: Ernie Blair, soeaking on Mining Precious Metals mainly GOLD 
e May 3: Ron Cheek presenting “A personal journey back to the Great Exhibition of 1851”. 


e June 7 (Annual Pizza Night): Members will share how they first were introduced to numismatics, and they are 
encouraged to bring along the first piece they collected (if they still have it). 


e July 5: Calling for a volunteer to talk on a topic. How about you? Why not sign up to present? 
e August 2: Show and Tell / Recent Acquisition as members are asked to bring a piece or pieces from their collec- 
tions and tell us about them. Similar to how much fun our November 2022 meeting was when five members 


shared! 


° 2023-September 6, October 4, November 1, and December 6: Calling for volunteers to talk on a topic. 


«< Frank’s World—Coins 
Weekly cartoon 


‘It’s a complete collection of the coins of Metapontum, 
including the rare “drought” and “gluten free” issues.’ 


SWCS AUCTION LIST 
for MARCH ist 2023 Mtg. 


Three x 1 oz fine silver rounds themed: Elvis Presley (1993-1996) | | $100.00]; =| 
| 2 |Canada 1999 Prf. Sterling silver dollar 225th Anniversary of the Voyage of Juan Perez | $35.00 | $20.00 | | | 
3 [Canada 1994 Memorial PridoliarSSSCS~=“‘*~‘“‘“;*~*~*~*d(«SAO'| $5.0. | «dC 
| 4 |Canada 1981 Trans Canada RailwayPrf Ssilver | $48.00 | $1000 | | 
| 5 |Canada Confederation quarters 125 years | 400 | 


| 6 |USA coloured 1964 Kennedy half dollar silver _ $7.00 | #| | 
Pocket watch | $5.00 | | 
| 8 |Canada sterling silverloondollarincase —C*dEC83B._DG | $17.00 | | 
| 9 |Canada1987prf_toondoiar Cid AZOOT $500 | | 


|10|Canadato72yearset 8 


[a4 [Niue Feng Shut: Elephants 4 o2 fine silver coin (2015) —~—=S=S~S~S«w 8499. | $400.00] ‘| 
[42 |Canada National parks PRF. Double dollarset____—=~=~*~<“*~*~*~*~*~*~S~S~«S «S| GH | «YL C=*d 
[43 [1972 Olympic 5 and 10 dollar coins set of 4 twoeach—~—=S~*~<C~*~“~*~*S*S*S*S*S $430.00 $400.00] | 
[44 [Canada 1999 Millenium quarters ——SSSSC*~=~“*‘“‘*~‘“‘“~*S*S*S*S*~‘“‘*~‘~*~*é~SC*~C*‘YSC(QSC | SdCCC*S 
[45 [Canada 1997 PL set double dollar ——=~=~=~“‘“‘*~*~*‘“‘“‘*~*~*~*~*~*d«C BSC SB. | —SC«dSCC*d 


Coins for auction Call Lowell Wierstra @ 519-824-6534 
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